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Martin Luther started a reformation movement that revolutionized Europe in the sixteenth century.

His far-reaching reforms of theological understanding and church practices radically modified both

church and society in Europe and beyond. Steven Paulson's discussion of Luther's thought, coupled

with Ron Hill's illustrations, provides an engaging introduction to Luther's multifaceted self and the

ideas that catapulted him to fame. Written by experts but designed for the novice, the Armchair

series provides accurate, concise, and witty overviews of some of the most profound Christian

theologians in history. This series is an essential supplement for first-time encounters with primary

texts, a lucid refresher for scholars and clergy, and an enjoyable read for the theologically curious.
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It's been several years since I studied Luther's theology so I picked up this book as a primer. I

thoroughly enjoyed the Aquinas book in the same series and was hoping for an equally

light-hearted, accessible overview of Luther.I am not at all disappointed with this book. I found it to

be quite good at getting inside Luther's head. Paulson could have written this book one of two ways.

He could have portrayed Luther as a theologian whose thought is everywhere , showing readers

how many of their own assumptions (e.g., justification by faith alone) can be traced back to Luther's

revolutionary take on the apostle Paul and the Bible.Instead, Paulson takes a different approach.

Paulson decides to show his readers what he belives is the heart of Luther's theology; a core that

will surprise nearly everyone but the professional theologian. Paulson discusses the big Luther



topics like Law & Gospel, but he does so while emphasizing what he believes are the the central,

but forgotten themes of Luther...topics like people's lack of free will, the creative power of the Word,

and that it is Scripture that interprets you (not the other way around).I loved this book, but I am

concerned that it may not be as accessible as other books in this series. I wouldn't hesitate to

recommend this to anyone who has a passion for theology, is planning to study theology, or wants

to go back and refresh their understanding of Luther. The casual reader, I fear, may need to take

this book slow...though the payoff is huge. I do not mean to say that to some this book is

inaccessible...rather I want to warn people that the book may not be as easy to read as the fun

pictures make it seem.
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